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WATLING, STANLEY  

 Private:  The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment)  6th Battalion.  

(formerly number 37017 East Surrey Regiment) 

Age: 18  

Killed in action: 10/08/1918  

Service No: G/69432  

Additional information: Son of William and Catherine Anne Watling, of The Rookery, Great Totham, Maldon, 

Essex. He was born in Tolleshunt D'Arcy  resided in Maldon and enlisted at Chelmsford according to his medal 

card. Prior service with the East Surrey Regiment was in the UK prior to being re-badged to the  Queen's 

Regiment on going to France & Flanders.  

The 6th (Service) Battalion had been formed at Guildford in August 1914 as part of K1.  In August 1914 it had 

been: attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. He was killed in Action during the  Battle of Albert 

(first phase of the Second Battles of the Somme 1918) Under the command of III Corps and on the left flank of 

this Corps front along the River Ancre, the Division generally played only a holding role on 8 August 1918 

when Fourth Army made its great attack. However, German withdrawal from the Ancre and from Dernancourt 

being observed before the attack took place, 35 Brigade - on the Division's right - became involved. The 

7/Norfolk and 9/Essex advanced to their objectives, consolidating a new line from the west of Morlancourt to 

the Ancre, but the Cambridgeshires on the right were held up by heavy fire from the Sailly Laurette road. The 

battalion renewed its attack later in the day, assisted by a tank, and achieved its objectives, capturing 316 

enemy, 14 machine guns and 10 mortars. 37 Brigade took up this attack later on 9 August and succeeded in 

further captures. By the evening of 10 August the old Amiens defence line had been recaptured: in all the 

Division had by now advanced almost two miles. After a brief rest, the Division attacked again on 22 August, 

pushing right across the wilderness of the old Somme battlefield, capturing Meaulte, Mametz, Carnoy, 

Hardecourt and Faviere Wood, which was reached after a week's continuous fighting. The Division had made 

an advance of another 15000 yards. It was relieved on 30 August by 47th (London) Division and moved back to 

the Carnoy-Briqueterie area. reference http://www.1914-1918.net/12div.htm 

 

 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal  



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: A. 7. 

Cemetery: MORLANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY No.2 

The village of Morlancourt was a quiet place used by field ambulances in 1916, but at the end of March 1918, it 

was captured by the Germans. Local operations in May and June brought the Allied line nearer to it, but the 

village remained in German hands until 9 August, when it was taken by the 1/1st Cambridgeshire Regiment and 

tanks. Morlancourt British Cemetery No. 2 (for some years called Morlancourt British Cemetery) was made in 

August 1918. The cemetery contains 56 First World War burials, two of them unidentified. No. of Identified 

Casualties: 54 
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